vi                                  PREFACE

will recognise the source of the story to which 1 have
given the title of The Prince Wonderful   1 hope that
I have in some small measure brought  out   the
wonderful spiritual meaning of that poem so far as
it can be apprehended by the readers for whom this
volume is intended.   I am indebted  to  Miss   P.
Richardson's The Iliad of the East (1870) for the
outline of the story which I have named The (treat
Drought, and for other help in telling the story of
Rama.   Other books  from  which   I   have   drawn
material are Sir Edwin Arnold's Indian Idylls, Mr.
R. C. Dutt's translation into English verse of selected
portions of the Mahabharata, and Professor J. Camp-
bell Oman's  summaries  of the  two  great   epics.
The story of Sakuntala is told from the  English
prose translation of that drama of Kalidasa,  the
" Shakespeare   of   India,"   by   Charles    Wilkins,
published at the request of Warren Hastings in 1785.
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